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Via Twitter
“My fav children's program: ID Public TV (#PBS) "Sid the Science Kid" Great early childhood
foundations 4 sci exploration. wkdays 8:30 a.m.”

Kami Faylor, Boise, July 15, 2009

“| can't believe it are you actually Bruce Reichert. | love the
personality you have on T.V.. Sometime soon for a future episode
you should show is the first outdoor Idaho episode. | would also
like to say that | absolutely love your show and | try to record every
episode | can because eventually the show might go off the air and | wanted some episodes
to watch. That way | have something to remember the show by.”

Leevon Pinson, August 23, 2009

(See Bruce Reichert’s responses in the Mailbag section below.)

“What happened, | watch Charlie Rose and you put on American masters?
Again Censorship? Come on! This is why | will not fund local? But | will as an
engineer volunteer my experience to make sure all WORKS!!! Sans
censorship!”

Charlie

Greg Keeney, July 22, 2009

(See Ron Pisaneschi’s response in the Mailbag section below.)

“You stupid | have the wrong show on late Sunday night. Wake up! Get your heads
outa your . and fix I the thing! Morons!”
Signed, Me Boy George, August 23

(See Ron Pisaneschi’s response in the Mailbag section below.)
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CPB Board Chairman Presents Award to IdahoPTV at Idaho
State Broadcasters Meeting in Sun Valley

Idaho Public Television’s IDAHO LEGISLATURE LIVE was presented a My Source Community Impact Award for
Engagement from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) last weekend.

Chris Boskin, chairman, CPB Board of Directors, made the presentation during the Idaho State Broadcasters
banquet in Sun Valley.

“This award is about honoring those who are investing in our communities, strengthening our civil society, and
providing a lifelong learning journey for all Americans,” Boskin said in her remarks. “IDAHO LEGISLATURE LIVE is
an example of how one station provides a vital service to its local community and strengthens our democracy.”

The My Source award gives recognition to public television and radio stations nationwide for their commitment
and responsiveness to their communities, providing innovative services on-air, online and on the ground with
measureable results and benefits for the community.

IDAHO LEGISLATURE LIVE provides statewide gavel-to-gavel coverage of the Idaho House and Idaho Senate
through unedited live video -- on-air on two of IdahoPTV’s digital channels and online on IdahoPTV’s Web site
(idahoptv.org).

“We do this through a unique partnership among Idaho Legislative Services, the Idaho Department of Administra-
tion and Idaho Public Television, under the direction of IdahoPTV Production Manager Jeff Tucker,” IdahoPTV
General Manager Peter Morrill said. “I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank the leadership of
the Legislature for their confidence in the project.”

He also thanked the Idaho State Broadcasters Association, which for three years has provided the major opera-
tional funding for IDAHO LEGISLATURE LIVE. “They have been a quiet and steady supporter of making sure that
the people of our state stay connected with their elected representatives.”

Additional support for the effort has come from the Union Pacific Foundation, and from the Friends of Idaho
Public Television’s Endowment Fund.

Pat Harrison, president and CEO of CPB, said, “Now more than ever, communities are relying on local public
broadcasting stations for information they can trust, for connection to community that matters and for a safe
place where children can learn.”



idahoptv.org GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT PAGE 3

Idaho Public Television is a statewide system with five digital transmitters and a network of translators, which carry
the signal to 97 percent of Idaho’s households. IdahoPTV broadcasts three standard definition channels and one
high definition channel 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and maintains an extensive Web site.

CPB, a private nonprofit corporation created by Congress in 1967, is the steward of the federal government’s invest-
ment in public broadcasting. It helps support the operations of more than 1,000 locally-owned and operated public
television and radio stations nationwide and is the largest single source of funding for research, technology, and
program development for public radio, television, and related online services.
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Outdoor Idaho: Let Me Be Brave

—Airs Thursday, September 10, at 8:00/7:00 p.m. MT/PT

—Repeats Sunday, September 13, at 7:00 p.m. MT/PT

—See it in HD Thursday, September 10, at 9:00/8:00 p.m. MT/PT
and Sunday, September 13, at 8:00/7:00 p.m. MT/PT

Let me win, but if | cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt.
— Special Olympics oath

This new OUTDOOR IDAHO chronicles the stories of four area athletes who exemplify the Special Olympics oath, as
they compete in the 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games, held in Idaho in February.

Filmed in Boise, McCall, Ketchum and Colorado, the episode introduces Juli Manning, a skier from Rupert; Alicia
Paulin, a snowboarder from Caldwell; Reuben Murray, a showshoer from Boise; and Robyn Foiles, a floor hockey
player from Ontario, Oregon.

“The program celebrates the true grit of the athletes, each of whom has a special challenge,” says producer Marcia
Franklin. “But it also highlights the incredible dedication of their volunteer coaches, each of whom I also found
inspiring.”
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A companion Web site at idahptv.org/outdoors includes additional material about the athletes and the Special
Olympics movement.

Special Olympics, founded in 1968 by Eunice Kennedy Shriver, runs year-round programs to empower athletes
with intellectual disabilities. Shriver, unable to attend the 2009 games due to ill health, died in August. The
$28-million World Winter Games is the largest sporting event ever held in Idaho, with nearly 2,000 athletes from
95 countries.

OUTDOOR IDAHO Sponsors: Laura Moore Cunningham Foundation, Idaho Department of Health & Welfare,
OfficeMax, Parkwood Business Properties, US Bancorp Foundation, Sara Ifft Special funding provided for Let Me
Be Brave by John and Diane Crim, Whittenberger Foundation, Perc H. Shelton and Gladys A. Pospisil Shelton
Foundation Advised Fund in the Idaho Community Foundation, and Sara Maas Fund in the Idaho Community
Foundation.

the Online ; NewsHour The Web site of the NewsHour with Jim Lehrer

—On Monday, August 24, The NEWSHOUR WITH JIM LEHRER aired a piece on Idaho First District U.S. Rep. Walt
Minnick and his conversations with constituents on Health Care. The Idaho piece was filmed the previous week in
Meridian and Caldwell.

To watch the segment, go to:

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/indepth coverage/health/healthreform/

Idaho State
Association

—Elise Luray, host of PBS’ HISTORY DETECTIVES, was the keynote luncheon speaker at the Idaho State Broadcast-
ers Association meeting in Sun Valley, Idaho on July 31. She spoke and showed clips from the summer season of
HISTORY DETECTIVE programs including two new segments she produced on Amelia Earhart and authenticating a
weapon that was used during the infamous Valentine’s Day massacre.
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—On Saturday, August 22, Idaho Public Television was honored with four
Capitolbeat Awards by the Association of Capitol Reporters and Editors at their
annual meeting in Des Moines, lowa. IdahoPTV was honored with more awards
than any other entity. For more information, check out the story in the
“ldahoPTV in the News” section below.

COLUMNS/COMMENTARY/NEWS ANALYSIS, markets 51-210:
First Place

Joan Cartan-Hansen, Ricardo Ochoa and Dialogue staff

Idaho Public Television

SINGLE REPORT, markets 51-210:

First Place

Hank Nystrom, Ricardo Ochoa, Thanh Tan and Idaho Reports staff
Idaho Public Television

For “Veto Mania”

BEAT REPORTING, markets 51-210:

First Place

Ricardo Ochoa, Thanh Tan and Idaho Reports staff
Idaho Public Television

IN-DEPTH REPORTING, markets 51-210:

First Place

Joan Cartan-Hansen, Ricardo Ochoa and Dialogue staff
Idaho Public Television

For “Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer”

PAGE 5

beat

B 5:sociation ofCan\tDI Reparters and Editars

((‘,—-‘{'ﬂ —On August 1, 2009, Idaho Public Television was honored with four awards of
lea ldaho State | distinction by the Idaho State Broadcasters Association at their Best in Broadcasting

Asmelathn

Awards Dinner.

The awards included:

Ranch Family Heritage, Outdoor Idaho: Best Agricultural Program
Mining Idaho, Outdoor Idaho: Best Public Affairs

Xtreme Sports, Outdoor Idaho: Best Sports Program

Wild Fire, Outdoor Idaho: Best Investigative Report

Congratulations to our staff for their outstanding work!

—IldahoPTV played host on July 27 to the Idaho Association of International Journalists and five visiting journalists.
During our half day meeting with them, IdahoPTV’s Ron Pisaneschi, Marcia Franklin, Thanh Tan and | presented an
overview and discussed how public television fits into our state and nation’s media landscape.



idahoptv.org GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT PAGE 6

The visiting journalists included:

e Egypt, Ms. Rasha Abdelrahman Hassan Yehia, News Anchor, Egyptian Television, Nile News

e Georgia, Ms. Rusudan Vashakidze, Chief Producer, Public-Political Talk Shows (“Choice,” “Triangle,” and
“Answer to People”), TV Company Rustavi 2, (October 2007 to present)

e Brazil, Mr. Daniel Graciano De Carvalho, Chief Editor, “Primeiro Jornal” (morning news program), Bandeirantes
TV Network

e Lesotho, Mr. Ntsane Christopher Molemohi, Head of News, Lesotho Television

e SriLanka, Mr. Don Leonard Shehan Baranage, Director, News and Current Affairs, Derana TV

—On August 17, IdahoPTV Producer/Reporter/Host Thanh Tan traveled to Boston to organize and moderate a
community forum at WGBH’s Yawkey Theater on the state of public broadcasting. The event was held in conjunc-
tion with the annual Asian American Journalists Convention. The panel featured notable figures in the industry,
including: Frontline Senior Producer Raney Aronson-Rath, OnPoint Host Tom Ashbrook, The World’s Managing
Editor Jonathan Dyer, Center for Asian American Media Executive Director Stephen Gong, Frontline Podcast
Producer/Sound Tracks Correspondent Arun Rath, Association of Independents in Radio Executive Director Sue
Schardt, and WGBH Education Foundation Executive Judith Vecchione. The audience consisted of over 50
individuals representing WGBH, the Boston community, independent filmmakers, commercial journalists in AAJA,
students, and funders. In spite of the weak economy, the speakers focused the discussion on opportunities for
those seeking to produce content for PBS and NPR, the role of technology and new media in making even the
most venerable programs more inclusive, and ways for journalists to reinvent their careers regardless of whether
they work in public or commercial broadcasting. Thanh believes the overall tone of the discussion was optimistic
and showcased public broadcasting’s unique relationship with its viewers and listeners. The forum was followed
by a guided tour of WGBH’s state-of-the-art facility. I'd like to thank the Idaho State Broadcasters Association for
granting Thanh a travel stipend. Also, many thanks to Jana Katsuyama and Tito Sciortino for taking the pictures!

—September will be a very busy month at IdahoPTV. We'll be
crisscrossing our state visiting and showing segments from both
our local programs including Outdoor Idaho, and Ken Burns’
The National Parks: America’s Best Idea with sponsors, donors
and the viewing public. Here’s a quick update of the dates and
cities we'll be visiting:

WITH IDAHO PUBLIC TELEVISION

‘ NEW HORIZONS

BES;:?&?;%%,S oN Tuesday, September 1, noon, Idaho Falls Sponsor Preview

Only one place takes you any place this fal, Tuesday, September 1, 5pm, Idaho Falls Donor Preview .
Join Idaho Public Television for a glimpse of Wednesday, September 2, noon, Pocatello Sponsor Preview
exciting new shows on the horizon for this Wednesday, September 2, 5pm, Twin Falls Donor Preview

. Find out about filmmaker Ken Burns’ . .
" ;LL:;:::;OTI;{QK%(;I\%E” "2'L=IDAHO Thursday, September 10, 11:30am-1pm, Boise Sponsor Preview

PARKS: AMERICA'S BEST IDEA. =Re=Tt8igoy -~ Thursday, September 17, 6:30pm, Coeur d’Alene Donor Preview

- _idahopty ong

Wednesday, September 23, 6pm-8pm, Boise Ken Burns’
National Park Preview
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| IDAHO DEEPENING .
- ~— UNDERSTANDING € -
F HUMAN EXPERIENCE !

| BY CONNECTING
‘ COUNCIL  pgopLE WITH IDEAS

o
At 1

—Ildaho Public Television kicks off another fall season partnership with the ldaho Humanities Council bringing our
nations’ top writers to ldaho. The following are upcoming dinners with writers Timothy Egan and James McPherson:

Thursday, October 8, Coeur d’Alene, Timothy Egan, writer and New York Times Columnist

Thursday, October 29, Boise, James McPherson, Civil War historian

IdahoPTV Staff |§
Updates |

—I'd like to welcome Laura Czyzewski to our IdahoPTV staff. Laura was born in
Buffalo, NY and grew up in a small town in western NY where snow up to the top of
the 1st floor was not terribly uncommon. She received a Master’s Degree in Library
Science from Kent State University. She moved to Idaho in 2004. She is a huge animal
lover and is always taking in strays and being a foster parent for lost or displaced cats
and dogs. She enjoys walking, hiking, reading and watching movies. We are very
happy to have her be a part of our Pocatello team. She has added lots of new ideas
and is extremely willing to help with our multitude of projects!

—IldahoPTV Production Manager Jeff Tucker participating with a
“Conehead” safety helmet at a fundraiser entitled Tour d’ Fat in Boise
on Saturday, August 22.
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IdahoPTV Mailbag

| can't believe it are you actually Bruce Reichert. | love the personality you have on T.V..
Sometime soon for a future episode you should show is the first outdoor Idaho episode. |
would also like to say that | absolutely love your show and | try to record every episode |
can because eventually the show might go off the air and | wanted some episodes to
watch. That way | have something to remember the show by.”

Leevon Pinson, August 23, 2009

Leevon,
You're so sweet! We're going to try our darndest to see that we stay on the air for a long time! (That first
episode was inside ldaho, basically. A guy reading from a desk, with some video stories, and some discussion

with guests at the desk. Interesting, but not too much!)

Bruce Reichert, Executive Producer, Outdoor Idaho

What happened, | watch Charlie Rose and you put on American Masters? Again Censorship?
Come on! This is why | will not fund local? But | will as an engineer volunteer my experience to
make sure all WORKS!!! Sans censorship!

rose

Greg Keeney, July 22, 2009

Dear Greg,

The 10 pm World Channel airing of Charlie Rose was pre-empted for an American Masters special on Walter
Cronkite, who passed away this past weekend. That episode of Charlie Rose still aired on the main channel an
hour and 1/2 later, and will air again on the World Channel today at 3:00 p.m. Charlie will be back on again
tonight at 10 pm on the World Channel.

As for contributing to the station, I'm sorry you do not feel we are worthy of your support. This is unfortunate
since the programs that are important enough for you to write to us about are only made possible with private
contributions.

Ron Pisaneschi
IdahoPTV Director of Content
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THANK YOU Idaho PBS for showing that extremely rare & excellent program on Agatha Christie, called 'Unfinished
Portrait." You have made my year!!

This program is impossible to find on Ebay or Amazon. It had photos of Agatha Christie that are unavailable any-
where else on the planet. These photos are not even available on the third floor of the Torquay Museum (the only
Agatha Christie Museum in the world) nor in any book or film, anywhere. | have NEVER before seen that many pho-
tos of AC's childhood, her Father, her Auntie-Granny. | have NEVER seen a photo (anywhere) of Nancy Neele. | have
NEVER seen a photo of Styles from the front & backyard. And that's just some of what was on the program. They
even interviewed the pianist's wife from the Old Swan Hotel. Truly, UNBELIEVABLE!

This is exactly why, as a resident of Spokane Washington, | gladly give my PBS donation to Idaho, who has the cour-
age and intelligence to show rare gems like this program to its members. Well done & Thank you!

Jennifer Kriletich, Spokane, WA, August 2

Dear Jennifer:
Thank you for your nice note. I'm pleased you found the program worthwhile.

| certainly enjoyed it, although | thought for those of us who aren't as familiar with her life as you are, would have
benefitted from having the people interviewed all identified with graphics. | thought that after airing the six new
Masterpiece Mystery dramas by Agatha Christie that viewers would enjoy this rare portrait of the writer. Master-
piece didn't air this week because most stations are doing pledge. It will return next week with Inspector Lewis.

Again, thanks for your comments. It was a nice way to start the week. Thanks
too for your financial support!

Best,
Ron Pisaneschi, Director of Content

v -
Because | enjoy viewing "Lark Rise to Candleford" t () %W f a/‘
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. (Channel 10, Idaho Falls), | W /) Zxcle g‘ov @72 (& 0/1
want to ask whether | can watch those | miss at any . -

other time. Sometimes | cannot watch Wed. at 7 p.m. Is there any other way to watch these episodes? | know
some people have recording equipment, but | don't. Thank you.

Mary Jane Fritzen, August 19

Dear Mary Jane:

Thanks for your note. If you have access to our High Definition Channel, 10.2 over the air, and 470 on CableOne,
Lark Rise to Candleford also airs on that channel on Thursdays at 10:00 p.m.

| hope this information is helpful.

Ron Pisaneschi, Director of Content
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You stupid I have the wrong show on late Sunday night. Wake up! Get your heads outa your I and
fix the I thing! Morons!”

Signed, Me Boy George, August 23

Dear Mr. Me Boy George,

Sorry about the problem last night. We had a failure of one of our pieces of equipment. While first getting the
wrong backup program on for a few minutes, the operator eventually put the rest of the correct episode on till its
conclusion. Again, I'm sorry about the problem last evening with Masterpiece Mystery "Inspector Lewis, Expiation."

We are repeating the entire program tomorrow morning at 1:00 a.m. Mountain Time/midnight pacific time on our
HD Channel.

Yours sincerely,
Ron Pisaneschi, Director of Content

el 1

..

Across the Sawtooth
By Peter Morrill

Gl
ALHE™ READER®

As | write this column late in August, there are tell-tale hints that the summer

) ) , o http://get.adobe.com/reader/
months are waning and the bite of fall’s cool air is soon to be upon us all.

A week ago, | joined some old buddies on a hike that took us from Alturas Lake to Atlanta, Idaho, a day long journey

of about 18 miles. Not only was it a challenge, but it also was a time to reflect on what a great state we live in with
dear friends.

A Web site of pictures can be found at:
http://www.duquettepines.com/mattingly.html

For those of you who are reading GM Reports August/September 2009 this via our web-download version,
http://idahoptv.org/about/reports.cfm , I'm also including a 4 minute video of our journey.
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OurldahoPJV/Productions

Gl
AL REALNER®

Pictured: Thanh Tan (IdahoPTV),

Jack Lemley (Lemley International),
Dave Butler (IdahoPTV) http://get.adobe.com/reader/

On Wednesday, August 19, Bruce Reichert, Jeff Tucker and | gave an overview of IdahoPTV'’s Capitol of Light, to the
Idaho Capitol Commission. The initiative will include the production of a thirty minute broadcast program to air this
winter filmed in high definition, a rich media Web site, media objects for kiosks in the Capitol and materials for
Idaho schools.

To view a preview clip of the program checkout:
http://idahoptv.org/productions/specials/capitoloflight/

For those of you who are reading GM Reports August/September 2009 this via our web-download version,
http://idahoptv.org/about/reports.cfm

I’'m also including a video tour of the construction of our new Joe R. Williams Building facility that will house both
Idaho Reports and Idaho Legislature Live studios and technical areas. It is very exciting.
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The Sun Valley Writers' Conference is one of our country's premiere literary events. Since
2005, Dialogue host Marcia Franklin has interviewed some of the many insightful authors at

New York Times journalist the event.
Gretchen Morgenson

This year Franklin interviewed: Annette Gordon-Reed, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of
“The Hemingses of Monticello,” about the slave family who lived with President Jefferson;
Philip Gourevitch, who has written eloquently about the 1994 genocide in Rwanda; Dr.

: Abraham Verghese, whose new novel, “Cutting for Stone,” is on the New York Times

N o bestseller list; and Gretchen Morgenson, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist for the New York
Author Dr. Abraham . . . . e .
Verghese Times who has been covering the current financial crisis in America.
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The guests shared their thoughts both on their own works and on some of the critical issues
facing America in the realm of economics, health care, civil rights and international affairs. The
interviews will air over successive weeks this coming December.

Author Annette Gordon-Reed
and host Marcia Franklin

Author Philip Gourevitch

Idaho Public Television in the News
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IdahoPTV General Manager Peter Morrill and Production Manager Jeff Tucker with remote.

| Want My PBS

TV takes new investment in digital era
by Nathaniel Hoffman, Boise Weekly
July 22, 2009

We would not have noticed the June 12 DTV Day at my house but for one little problem: On the day that the nation
switched to digital over-the-air television signals, we lost Reading Rainbow and Sesame Street.

We couldn't get Channel 4, Idaho Public Television, or most of the other channels that had come in before when the
networks were broadcasting in both analog and digital. It's not that we were caught off guard. Like millions of
Americans, we traded in our government coupon for a digital converter box last year, hooked it up correctly and
tested it. Before June 12, we were getting crystal-clear digital television through our Access HD converter box. After

June 12: just KTVB Channel 7 and sometimes KTRV Fox 12.

Then | bumped into Jeff Tucker, production manager at IdahoPTV. Tucker said he'd come out and look at my system,
and even bring IdahoPTV General Manager and DTV wonk Peter Morrill along.



idahoptv.org GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT PAGE 13
So after work one day, Morrill pulled up to my house in a minivan full of antennas and cables and boxes of audio-
visual equipment and started experimenting. First, he showed me a signal prediction Google Earth map of my
house, which is in the North End near Hill Road. | was in the red zone--for decent reception--but just a block east of
a greenish dead zone closer to the hills.

"I've discovered that virtually all of my good friends live up against the Foothills," said Morrill, who has apparently
Google Earthed all his pals. "l seem to have no friends who live out in the red."

IdahoPTV broadcasts from Deer Point at Bogus Basin. The signal carries past Ontario, Ore., to the west, north to
Cascade, east to Mountain Home and south into the Owyhees. But in the analog days, the signal was in the VHF
band, which travels better in the mountains, filling in valleys. IdahoPTV, along with channels 2 and 6, pulled UHF
frequencies in the DTV switch, and their new signals don't carry as well.

The engineers examined my setup and generally approved, though they said something in code about my rabbit
ears. Morrill went out to the van and emerged with the Terk, an indoor antenna that is more Starship Enterprise
than rabbit ears. Still no go. Then, Tucker installed a small amplifier between the Terk and the Access HD and
rescanned the channels. It worked! We had all of the old channels plus it picked up Channel 39, an independent
broadcast station I'd never heard of.

But then Morrill stood up from the couch, as if to get a beer, and the screen went fuzzy. So we went outside to the
big guns.

The guys had brought along a 10-foot roof antenna, $59.99 from Lowe's, and a long pole to mount it on. We fed the
coaxial cable through my window and rescanned. It looked like plenty of signal power and no indoor antenna for
body mass or curtains to block. Morrill recommended that | get a roof antenna.

"The pitch of your roof is not what | would call lethal for normal humanoid activity," he said.

In the last month or so, some 23 percent of over-the-air television viewers switched to cable or satellite, paying the
monthly fee and getting more channels, according to one Nielsen survey. Nanci Doucet, marketing manager for
Cable One in Nampa, said she noted a couple of hundred calls in the last month. The guy at Radio Shack, where |
bought my roof antenna ($79.99, plus $24.99 for a chimney mount and $11.17 for a mast), said he was selling tons
of them and they seemed to work everywhere except in a pocket around Collister Drive.

As they packed up to go, Morrill pulled out his phone and fired up the week's Idaho Reports in a matter of seconds,
pulling it off the station's Web site. While the station is broadcasting from a big tower up on a mountain, there is a
cell tower every mile or so. It made me wonder if it was worth $150 and a night climbing around on the roof to get
my TV reception back when | could be beaming Sesame Street into my kid's smart phone.

"I think people with wireless devices have gotten spoiled," Morrill said.
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Stateline.org

STATE POLICY 8-POLITICS -UPDATEC-DATLY

Tuesday, August 25, 2009

State capitol reporters recognized
By Daniel C. Vock, Stateline.org Staff Writer

Awards for the best statehouse reporting in the country celebrated the work of both old and new forms of journal-
ism. Top honors went to a new online tool to track Texas legislators’ outside financial interests on one hand and the
traditional shoe-leather reporting that led to the impeachment of Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich on the other.

Capitolbeat, the Association of Capitol Reporters and Editors, announced the winners during its annual conference,
held this year in Indianapolis, on Saturday (Aug. 22).

Several news organizations racked up several first-place awards, including the Chicago Sun-Times, Idaho Public Tele-
vision and CommonWealth magazine in Massachusetts.

Jennifer Peebles of TexasWatchDog.org won the group’s John Aubuchon Freedom of Information Award for a
project that helps citizens find out more about outside financial interests of members of the Texas House and
Senate. While a state ethics agency collects legislators’ disclosure forms, it did not post the forms online. Peebles
put them online and made them searchable through Google Maps.

The winners of the Capitolbeat awards earned their honors in a wide range of story topics:

* The Dallas Morning News wrote three stories detailing the chronic loss of critical state data by a contractor that
jeopardized Medicaid fraud cases, threatened work in 10 state agencies and eventually led Gov. Rick Perry (R) to
order the state to stop transferring data to the contractor.

* Two Wisconsin reporters for the Gannett newspaper chain reported that 13 National Football League players,
including three one-time Green Bay Packers, owed the state of Wisconsin $600,000 in unpaid taxes and related fees.
* Alison Lobron of CommonWealth magazine compared the political culture and campaign laws to explore why
legislative campaigns are so competitive in Minnesota and not in Massachusetts.

* ldaho Public Television racked up four first-place awards, including one for a report chronicling Republican Gov.
Butch Otter’s fight with lawmakers over a gas tax hike he wanted, which led to Otter vetoing 25 bills in two days.

Illinois reporters garnered several awards for their work tracking the controversies surrounding Blagojevich, who
was arrested by federal authorities in December and removed from office in January.

A story exposing the contradictory claims of U.S. Sen. Roland Burris (D) to a state House impeachment committee
earned two Chicago Sun-Times reporters, Dave McKinney and Natasha Korecki, first place for single report in the
large newspapers and wire services category.

Several other lllinois reporters were honored for their contributions as well. Two lllinois Public Radio reporters, Sean
Crawford and Amanda Vinicky, won first place for in-depth radio reporting for their Blagojevich coverage. lllinois
Issues magazine columnist Charles N. Wheeler Ill took first place for magazine commentary, in part, for pieces he
penned about Blagojevich. And Capitolbeat created a special category of honorable mentions for beat reporting for
the Sun-Times, Chicago Tribune and The Associated Press for their Blagojevich work.

Stateline.org columnist Louis Jacobson won second place for online commentary for his political column “Out
There,” which wrapped up in February.



