Peter Morrill’s Introduction to PBS President & CEO Paula Kerger
The State of Idaho Public Television
Boise (October 21, 2007) and Coeur d’Alene (October 22, 2007)
Before I begin, I like to note the sad passing of two long time supporter of Idaho Public Television Sandra Haarsager and Roy O’Brady. Sandra has contributed much to IdahoPTV through her work at the University of Idaho Journalism and Mass Media School, and Roy, was one of the first engineers at Idaho Public Television/KUID. We will miss both of them and their energy greatly…
You’ve heard about the exciting local initiatives that we’re up to hear at Idaho Public Television.

Including 4 Regional Emmys…more than any other entity in Idaho and the greatness number of any PBS station in the Northwest…and that’s Washington, Oregon, Montana, Wyoming and Idaho!

But beyond the very public work that you’ve gotten a taste of tonight…

I’m also proud to tell you tonight, that late last week after 18 months of discussions and planning, the final unanimous votes by the Boards and member were taken, and in the coming months the three regional Friends of Idaho Public Television groups and the Idaho Public Television Foundation will unify into one organization. 

In a state that is divided by great distances…geography…and occasional regionalism…this is truly a remarkable occasion.

I’d like to commend the members of the Boards of the Friends and Foundation of Idaho Public Television for their remarkable work….

Especially Past Southwest Idaho Friends board President Barbara Roberts, current Board President Eve Chandller…Southeast Idaho Friends Board President Lynn Davis, North Idaho Friends Board President, Pat Costello…and outgoing Foundation Board President Royanne Minskoff and incoming Board Chair Marilyn Shuler. Also, the steady hand of attorney Ken Howell of Hawley Troxel, Ennis and Hawley.

John Quincy Adams once said…if your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more…and become more, you are a leader.

I’d say these folks are leaders!

All of these efforts and countless other initiatives are all made possible because of personal commitment supporters…both individuals and organizations across Idaho…more than 24,000 strong…have made to Idaho Public Television.

I think the primary reason that this enterprise made the great strides that we have is the trust that citizens in our state have in this institution. 

Now, you know, trust is a word that is thrown around by many with great ease these days, but Idaho Public Television and PBS has delivered year in and year out.

TRUST MINI MOVIE

Looking towards the future, Idaho Public Television I believe is well poised for the next forty years of service in increasingly digital society:

            -Statewide digital conversion…We are well positioned for the federally mandated shutdown of analog television transmitters slated for February 2009. To that end, we’ve raised more than $21 million over the last 7 years to upgrade all of our transmitters, rural translators and principle studio facilities.

            -High definition…our locally created television content is now mastered in this next generation format.

            -Programming…We are now distributing to virtually every Idaho community and portions of six surrounding…states 3 customized regional prime feeds, 3 additional digital channels serving the needs of children with IdahoPTV KIDS, learners with CREATE and citizens with WORLD…and a high definition channel.

            -New media…and we’ve prepared well for emerging non-television distributed venues with our website idahptv.org. In fact, idahoptv.org, according to Media Audit is the third most visited Idaho electronic media website…not bad for a website dedicated to good old fashioned public service content!

            -Media when and where you need it…virtually every Idaho Public Television production is now available on-line in video streaming, download and MP3 form.

But when I think of Idaho Public Television…I think of our ability to reach out and tell the Idaho story.

We are living in an increasingly muddled media marketplace. But I believe public television can be a place for thoughtful content about the challenges our state and world is facing…we’re a place where our children can learn…and a place that we can reflect on our collective past, convene conversations about issues that separate us…dream our dreams of the future.

This is what I hope Idaho Public Television will be in the future.

As many of you know, PBS is celebrating its 40th year of service…Idaho Public Television celebrated our fortieth two years ago. 

Let’s sit back and do a little reminiscing!

VIDEO - - PBS 40TH

So, it’s my pleasure to turn our attention to our very special guest tonight…Paula Kerger, President and CEO of the Public Broadcasting Service. I’m very glad to be able to tell you that after more than 15 years of leadership of individuals with no previous public broadcasting experience, Paula comes to this position with a deep and pervasive understanding of this unique national and local institution.

In the brief 18 months she’s been the President and CEO of PBS, she’s hit the ground running.

Her resume’ reveals a fascinating career.

Although she’s new to PBS, she’s not new to public television. Prior to her current position, she was Vice President and station manager of Thirteen/WNET New York. 

Thirteen/WNET New York is the producing station for such PBS programs as GREAT PERFORMANCES, AMERICAN MASTERS…

Before that, she was Vice President and Director of Development at WNET beginning in 1993.

Prior to public broadcasting she served as Director of Principal Gifts for the Metropolitan Opera.

But, you know resume’s don’t always tell you much about the person. Let me tell you a few things about Paula…

Paula grew up in Baltimore…

Some of her earliest memories were of her grandfather’s involvement in the founding of WBJC, the classical music public radio station in Baltimore…he was an electronics professor who helped create the station to give his students hands on experience with their learning. 

Music has been a central passion of throughout her life. From classical to opera to popular.

During her time at the Metropolitan Opera she was able to combine a love of opera…

She’s married to writer and author Joe Kerger….

According to a recent interview in the New York Times, Paula keeps a guitar in her office dreaming someday of growing up to be…the next Joni Mitchell!

Well, I’m glad she’s not making any sudden career changes because if she were, she’d not be here with us to share some thoughts about this grand endeavor….

Ladies and gentleman…everyone, please welcome…President and CEO of the Public Broadcasting Service…Paula Kerger.

