Peter’s Speech at TRIAL OF THE CENTURY Premier:
Egyptian Theatre, Boise, Idaho
November 7, 2007

Welcome everyone to tonight’s gala premier of ASSASSINATION, IDAHO’S TRIAL OF THE CENTURY.

I’m Peter Morrill, General Manager for Idaho Public Television.

I am truly speechless at the number of people that have come together to celebrate this landmark effort. 
This story reflects one of our state’s most tragic moments…whose outcome was a reaffirmation of the democratic principles that Lincoln described as…

”of the people, by the people and for the people.”

Now, this is pretty high falutent language…but this a saga of how the principles of law were embraced by the citizens of a young frontier state. 
Those ideals…and the courage of the players, have become part of the DNA of our state…and our nation.
Think back…one hundred years ago…a mere 17 years after Idaho statehood…a former Governor was assassinated……mob justice was a potential outcome.

But something else happened. A rambunctious young frontier western state…transformed itself.

It was a triumph of due process…and the steely determination of individuals adhering to that process. 

Their conduct gives guidance to all of us today who struggle to make sense of terrorism and lawlessness around the globe.

A century later, the chronicling of these stories, and their larger than life characters, has captured the imaginations and energies of literally hundreds of people and organizations …some of whom are here. 
Their names we proudly displayed on the screen as you entered tonight. All told, 49 organizations and individuals financially contributed and hundreds of others volunteered and donated in-kind services to this effort…along with the support of the Friends and Endowment of Idaho Public Television.
We are proud to have worked with these people and organizations to produce this story…that we hope will live on for future generations. 
This is the first Idaho documentary produced in high definition video…and the companion website is both content… and media rich. Copies of DVD’s and other learning material will be sent to all Idaho public schools in the coming months…and by the way, you’ll be viewing tonight’s show in high definition!
ASSASSINATION: IDAHO’S TRIAL OF THE CENTURY broadcast premier will occur on Idaho Public Television, one week from tomorrow night, Thursday, November 15 at 8pm and again on Sunday, December 2, 7:30pm

It will also air in high definition on Idaho Public Television digital channel 4 dash 5 on Thursday, November 15 at 9pm…

And also on our great partners at CableOne at the same time…November 15, on channel 470.

So, in a few minutes, all of you will have the opportunity to judge the actions of the jury 100 years ago.

To help guide our process tonight, we too will have a judge and jury… well, maybe they’re not a real jury and judge…but they played one on TV.… with beards…for our production…

Ladies and gentleman, please stand, the judge and our jury from ASSASINATION, TRIAL OF THE CENTURY…let’s give it up for them!

I’d would also like to thank the musicians that serenaded us into this beautiful auditorium…the group Bone Fide with musicians Gary Eller and Marv Quinton…with John Larsen…and Gerry Firth sound mixing.
(PAT COLLINS INTRO)
The law firm of HAWLEY, TROXEL, ENNIS and HAWLEY traces its origins back to 1862…when a young James Hawley made his way to Idaho’s gold fields to make enough money to bankroll a law education. 
Since then, the Hawley name has become part of the fabric of Idaho. I would like to acknowledge HAWLEY, TROXEL, ENNIS and HAWLEY for their generous contributions to the making of ASSASINATION: IDAHO’S TRIAL OF THE CENTURY…and tonight’s event.
Now it is my pleasure to introduce Pat Collins, Managing Partner, from HAWLEY, TROXEL, ENNIS and HAWLEY…

Thank you, Pat…
(BYRON NELSON INTRO…)
Four years ago, Idaho Public Television began planning and fund raising for a new on-going series of programs…and associated learning materials for schools…on Idaho history. We dubbed it…THE IDAHO EXPERIENCE. 
Of the initial eight programs that were envisioned, one was entitled “The Trial of the Century” – Big trouble in the mines & the court room.”
About two year ago, Byron Johnson called Bruce Reichert and me and said that he had an idea for a show that would examine the same thing…and that he’d love to see it happen in conjunction with the centennial celebration of the trial.

We’ll, in TV land…especially Idaho Public Television TV land, private funding is critical to making our programs and content happen.

So, basically, we said…Hey Byron, great idea…but…BUT…we need some help finding funding to make this happen.

Much to our pleasure…and surprise…Byron jumped at this challenge…like a pit bull! Now, many of you here tonight were generous in support of this project…both Bruce and I sympathize with not being able to fend off being shaken down by…this master!

Ladies and gentleman, it’s my pleasure and honor to introduce, Byron Johnson…

(CLOSE)
Thank you everyone for attending.

Two final thoughts…

ASSASSINATION: IDAHO’S TRIAL OF THE CENTURY broadcast premier will occur on Idaho Public Television, one week from tomorrow evening, Thursday, November 15 at 8pm and again on Sunday, December 2, 7:30pm

It will also air in high definition on Idaho Public Television digital channel 4 dash 5 on Thursday, November 15 at 9pm…

And also on CableOne at the same time…November 15, on channel 470.

Finally, on your way out, in honor of tonight’s premier, you’ll be presented with a free the poster that has been created for ASSASSINATIN, TRIAL OF THE CENTURY.

Again, thank you for coming tonight!
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